PLAYSAIL WORKSHOP

It was one of my aims when I became chairman to try and involve more people in club activities and remembering what fun we had making the centipede etc thought a club project would be good. From the Mince Pie Fly onwards I made available squares of material for any one to appliqué. We then arranged a weekend at Headlands School to sew things together. With all the contributions laid out on the floor it became apparent that we were one square short so Pat started in to make one up. Mean while there were enough bits done for Francesca to start sewing the top row together while I started on letters and a team of cutters rapidly got ahead of me cutting them out.

On the other side of the hall miles of ripstop was being laid out, measured and cut for the new windsocks. Seemed from the Playsail side like a lot of talking by a lot of people just to make a few triangles.

By Saturday evening all the squares were together but looking at it we felt it needed a border, so panic search for some suitable material and cut it into strips. By this time the windsocks were cut out so a good time to break for the day then Dave and Janet very kindly invited us round for a spag bol. to celebrate Valentines Day which is also Dave’s birthday. We would have gone to a pub but they all seemed to be booked that evening. Dave looks very sweet in his pinny and makes a great SB.

Sunday morning was back to work and Francesca got the sewing machine in top gear, stitched on the borders, hemmed them and added the reinforcing and flying straps. By mid afternoon we were able to take it out in the playground and see what it looked like in the air. It was difficult to tell which way the wind was blowing between the buildings but we managed to get it flying long enough to take a picture. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Courtesy John Browning

While all this was happening the wind socks had their vents reinforced and were sorted on to rolls to be taken away by Neil and Dave to be sewn up. We look forward to seeing the finished articles.

Lunch both days was the potluck variety and our thanks to Di and Tracy for all the work sorting that out. Every one I have spoken to had a good time so I hope we can do a similar event later this year with a few more people getting involved with personalised pieces. Watch this magazine and the web site. Further pictures can be found at www.tedberets.co.uk/sail/index.htm.

